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state-of-the-technique is particularly welcome, although 
some of this material is available from other sources. A 
section on carotid disease includes discussions of carotid 
endarterectomy for acute stroke, management of acute 
postendarterectomy neurologic deficits and the intraopera- 
five use of duplex scan. Dr. Wayne Johnston reviews the 
Canadian experience with ruptured abdominal aortic aneu- 
rysms. Other topics include a thorough review of the 
current management ofesophageal hemorrhage, including 
an up-to-date description of transjugular intrahepatic por- 
tosystemic shunt (TIPS). Chapters on angioscopic detec- 
tion of vein graft disease and video-assisted sympathectomy 
round out the clinical topics. The book concludes with a 
thoughtful review of the basic science underlying arterial 
restenosis. 
Aside from an excessively detailed table of contents and 
the apparently retrospective arrangement into seven sec- 
tions, the book accomplishes its goal of presenting a wide 
range of currently evolving advances in vascular surgery. 
This book is not appropriate for those seeking a compre- 
hensive review of vascular surgery. I enjoyed this book 
personally, but I would only recommend this book to a 
cfinician with a highly-specialized practice devoted to vas- 
cular surgery who can afford a very extensive library. 
John Eidt, MD 
University of Arkansas for Medical Science 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Disorders of  thrombosis 
Russell Hull and Graham Pineo, Philadelphia, 1996, 
W.B. Saunders, 462 pages, $130. 
The deaths and complications that result from throm- 
botic disease continue to be a major hazard to our popula- 
tion's health. Such problems encompass coronary, cere- 
brovascular, peripheral arterial, and venous thromboem- 
bolic disease. This text correlates present laboratory and 
clinical information of disorders of thrombosis and offers 
physicians insight in the prevention and treatment of arterial 
and venous thromboembolic diseases. 
A unique feature of this book is the application of the 
rules of evidence to all references related to diagnostic tests 
and to prevention and treatment of thrombotic disorders. 
The editors have identified a large number of high-quality 
clinical trials previously performed, and at the same time 
identify the many areas where additional clinica~ trials are 
required. This is particularly important, because on review 
of the literature, the findings of level I trials sct the standard 
of clinical practice. This book emphasizes recommendations 
where level I evidence is available, but also recognizes 
certain situations in which level I trials may not be possible. 
Drs. Russell Hull and Graham Pineo have coordinated 
contributions from the leaders in the field of thromboem- 
bolic diseases and have put together a succinct 447-page 
text, which offers important and current information for the 
diagnosis and the treatment of Disorders of Thrombosis. 
After an introductory chapter on "Rules of Evidence" 
for assessing the literature, this text is divided into three 
main sections. Section I reviews cardiac and arterial diseases. 
The vascular surgeon will find the chapters involving acute 
stroke and stroke prevention particularly interesting, be- 
cause this information is usually not available in most 
vascular surgery texts. There is an efficient review of 
prospective randomized trials for carotid artery disease, and 
the importance of the ulcerated atheroma is graphically 
emphasized. 
Section II, which addresses venous thromboembolism, 
occupies more than half of this text. Incorporated in this 
section are excellent reviews on deep venous thrombosis 
prophylaxis, cost-effective diagnosis, and the important 
treatment options and their outcomes. Chronic pulmonary 
thromboembolism is an interesting chapter that draws 
attention to the cumulative survival rate in patients who 
have chronic pulmonary thromboembolic hypertension 
according to the initial mean pulmonary artery pressure. 
Interestingly, patients whose mean pulmonary artery pres- 
sure was greater than 50 mmHg had less than a 20% 2-year 
survival rate. 
In section III, readers will appreciate the excellent 
reviews ofheparin-associated thrombocytopenia, thrombo- 
sis and cancer, calf vein thrombosis, and an update on new 
antithrombotic drugs and novel thrombolytic agents. 
In summary, Disorders of Thrombosis a text that will 
appeal to all vascular surgeons, in addition to other physi- 
cians involved in the care of patients with arterial and venous 
thromboembolic disorders. The guidelines established in
this text will assist clinicians in the application of the rules of 
evidence for the treatment of these clinical problems. 
Physicians in general and vascular surgeons in particular 
will find this text useful in the care of patients. It provides an 
arsenal of current data to the medical educator preparing for 
teaching conferences and rounds with medical students and 
residents. Drs. Hull and Pineo are to be commended for 
putting together this high-quality text. 
Anthony Comerota, MD 
Temple University School of Medicine 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Cardiac drug therapy 
M. Gabriel Khan, Philadelphia, 1995, W.B. Saunders, 
443 pages, $39. 
There is a high prevalence of cardiac disease in patients 
who have peripheral vascular disease. Patients who are 
evaluated for possible vascular surgery are frequently taking 
a number of cardiac medications. These medications may 
include treatments for hypertension, congestive heart fail- 
ure, coronary disease or cardiac arrhythmias, as well as 
medications for anticoagulation r treatment of hyperlipi- 
demias. This fourth edition of Cardiac Drug Therapy by M. 
Gabriel Kahn addresses all these drug categories. The 
format of the book is to present in its initial pages the various 
categories of drugs used in cardiac onditions and then to 
proceed with how these drugs may be used efficaciously in
the management of various cardiac conditions. For the 
clinician, a readily available discussion relevant o the 
management of the particular patient is the most valuable 
part of the book. There are many clinical pearls, as well a s a 
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clear discussion of appropriate management presented in a 
concise summary form Helpful flowcharts for the treat- 
ment of various cardiac conditions are included. These 
flowcharts include not only the drug that might be used, but 
also the important decision points for effective valuation of 
the patient. Pertinent drug interactions and clinical precau- 
tions are placed at important points in the book to help the 
clinician decide why a particular drug may not be achieving 
the desired result. Specific drug therapy sections for mul- 
tiple cardiac conditions focus on the use of specific dose 
regimens. These dose regimens include the dilutions appro- 
priate for intravenous medications such as dobutamine or 
dopamine infusions with charts that show the dosage in 
milligrams per kilogram per minute. Clearly this practical 
information might be valuable in medical or surgical emer- 
gencies. Specific ardiac medications used in a cardiac arrest 
appear in the front jacket cover. Similarly, managemcnt 
algorithms for atrioventricular reentry tachycardia nd 
sustained ventricular tachycardia appear on the back cover 
of the book, making them readily available for the clinician 
in an emergency. The cardiac medication dosages are listed 
in both U.IC and U.S. nomenclature. The anticoagulation 
chapter will be particularly useful for vascular surgery 
patients. In general, management of almost all cardiac 
emergencies is well outlined. Interestingly, the acute man- 
agement of hyperkalemia is not discussed. Similarly in the 
section of pregnancy and cardiac drugs there is no discus- 
sion on anncoagulant use in pregnancy. Aside from these 
two points the rest of the bookincludes almost every cardiac 
condition one may encounter in a vascular surgery patient. 
Discussions of the cardiac drugs are in sufficient detail to 
supply the clinician with in-depth knowledge of the medi- 
cation and, perhaps most important, an in-depth knowl- 
edge of its adverse ffects and interactions with other drugs. 
The outlines and management algorithms contained 
herein are short and highly informative and directed spe- 
cifically toward therapeutic efficacy in the least amount of 
time. This book would have significant overlap with similar 
texts such as the Manual of Medical Therapeutics or the 
Manual of Cardiac Problems and Cardiology. 
Cardiac Drug Therapy is user-friendly for the day-to- 
day management of patients and includes abundant practi- 
ca/and readily available information for decisionmaking on
the spot. This book is highly recommended as a ready 
information source for the management of patients who 
have vascular disease and concomitant cardiac onditions. 
At a price of $39 it is a bargain for the surgeon and the 
patient. 
Richard Wilson, MD 
Oregon Health Sciences University 
Portland, Ore. 
Renal vascular disease 
Andrew Novick, Philadelphia, 1995, W.B. Saunders, 
539 pages, $75. 
The publication of this impressive book is timely and 
appears immediately after another, less-comprehensive, text 
on the same topic. Considerable knowledge and experience 
with treatment of( in particular) atherosclerotic renovascu- 
lar disease has fostered an ever-increasing awareness of its 
importance. Despite the exhaustive treatment of virtually 
every aspect of renovascular disease, a central theme 
throughout the work emphasizes that many contemporary 
and controversial issues referable to renovascular disease, 
such as the use of various imaging studies, optimal patient 
selection for revascularization for renal function salvage, 
and the role of catheter-based versus surgical treatment, 
remain issues worthy of ongoing study. The book is 
organized into five major sections: pathology and clinical 
features, imaging of the renal artery, renal vascular hyper- 
tension, atherosclerotic ischemic renal disease, and treat- 
ment. The editors have done an admirable job of ensuring 
conformity in presentation and style. Tables, figures, and 
x-ray reproductions are generally clear, informative, and 
helpfifl in conveying the message of the text. References are 
exhaustive and include important contemporary work, The 
section on pathology and clinical features could have been 
abridged and rearranged to coincide with the respective 
clinical chapters. The section on renal vascular hyperten- 
sion, while superb, suffers from considerable repetition. 
This should not detract from the book's value when used as 
a reference source, and is perhaps unavoidable in a text that 
has 60 contributors. 
The book does, at least in part, fulfill the editors tated 
purpose of providing a"comprehensive and practical refer- 
ence source for those managing renal vascular disease." 
Certainly, the varied and broad perspective of 60 interna- 
tionally recognized contributors from a variety of disciplines 
serves to create a unique and not previously available 
reference source on the general topic of renal vascular 
disease Despite containing all the relevant information, this 
book is neither formatted nor adaptable as a practical guide 
for clinicians Although the chapters that deal with suspicion 
for and clinical evaluation of renal vascular disease are 
excellent, a unifying approach for the selective use of 
imaging studies and selection of a particular mode of 
intervention is lacking. For example, the surgeon will find 
complete information on the spectrum of surgical tech- 
niques for renal artery reconstruction, but no tmifying 
approach as to the intelligent and selective application of 
these various techniques. With respect to the ever-contro- 
versial topic of surgical versus catheter-based interventions 
for atherosclerofic renal artery lesions, the reader is not 
afforded perspective on the appropriate application of these 
various modalifies. Rather, individual contributors present 
their personal prejudices with respect to the optimal mode 
of treatment. This sometimes reaches illogical extremes, 
such as the recommendation from one European clinic for 
patients who have Combined aortic and renovascular disease 
to proceed with antecedent angioplasty of the renal artery 
lesion with subsequent referral to a vascular surgeon for 
aortic replacement! 
Although an exhaustive amount of material is pre- 
sented, an important overall message of the text is the 
appropriate emphasis on the as yet nascent state of knowl- 
edge referable especially to atherosclerotic renovascular 
